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PREAMBLE

WHEREAS the right of self-determination of peoples is a fundamental principle of international law and is
embodied in the Charter of the United Nations and the United Nations General Assembly International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the United Nations General Assembly International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights;

RECALLING Common Article 1, paragraph 1 of these Covenants provides that:

“All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine their political
status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.”;

WHEREAS the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is the most comprehensive,
universal international human rights instrument explicitly addressing the rights of Indigenous peoples;

AFFIRMING that Article 3 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples states,
“Indigenous peoples have the right to self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine their
political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.”

AFFIRMING further that Article 4 of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples states
that “Indigenous peoples, in exercising their right to self-determination, have the right to autonomy or self-
government matters relating to their internal and local affairs, as well as ways and means for financing their
autonomous functions.”

REAFFIRMING that Article 5 of United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples states that
“Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and strengthen their distinct political, legal, economic, social
and cultural institutions, while retaining their right to participate fully, if they so choose, in the political,
economic, social and cultural Life of the State.”

RECOGNIZING that the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is a key reference and
standard that must be respected by Canada in any decision-making or programming affecting indigenous
peoples at all levels of operation;

RECOGNIZING further that on November 10, 2010, Canada formally endorsed the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and stated that it strongly supports harmonious and cooperative
relationships between Indigenous peoples and states including being guided by the principles of equality,
partnership, good faith and mutual respect;
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RECOGNIZING further that OCIP is a constituent member of the Congress of Aboriginal Peoples that has a
Political Accord with His Majesty the King in Right of Canada and which includes inter alia the implementation
of the inherent right of self-government as it relates to off-reserve Aboriginal peoples;

WE THEREFORE set forth this Election Code the election of the Chief, Vice Chief, Youth Representative/Advisor,
Veterans Representative, Women’s Representative, and the Regional Directors of the Ontario Coalition of
Indigenous Peoples, understanding that the Chief and Vice Chief are members of the OCIP Board of Directors
along with others including the Youth Representative/Advisor, Veterans Representative, Women’s
Representative, and Regional Directors who are ex officio members of the OCIP Board of Directors.
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PART I: Definitions and Interpretations

SHORT TITLE

1.

This Code may be cited and referred to as the OCIP Election Code and is hereinafter referred to as “this
Code”.

AUTHORITY

2.

The authority of the OCIP Election Code is subject to the By-Laws of OCIP.

PURPOSE

3.

This Code is enabled under OCIP jurisdiction to:

(a) establish the duties and responsibilities of the Chief Electoral Officer and Electoral Officers in
conducting OCIP elections;

(b) set out the processes and procedures governing the elections and by-elections of the OCIP
Executive Committee positions of Chief and Vice-Chief as well as the Youth
Representative/Advisor, Veterans Representative, Women’s Representative, and Regional
Directors.

(c) For greater certainty, the positions of Secretary, Treasurer, and Elder are appointed positions and
are not subject to election under this Code.

INTERPRETATION

4.

In this Code:

(a) “Assembly” means the assembly of Voting Delegates;

(b) “By-Election” means an election other than a General Election;

(c) “By-Laws” means any By-Laws of the Ontario Coalition of Indigenous Peoples as amended from
time to time, including the General Operating By-Law, approved and adopted on November 29,
2025, as may be amended from time to time;

(d) “Candidate” means a person who has been verified by the Chief Electoral Officer as eligible to
seek election to the position of Chief, Vice-Chief, Youth Representative/Advisor, Veterans
Representative, Women’s Representative (as needed), or Regional Director;

(e) “Chief Electoral Officer” means a person who is appointed by the OCIP Board to ensure the
provisions of this Code are followed and to provide guidance and supervision concerning the
conduct of the election;
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(f) “Code of Ethics” means the provisions of Part IV of this Code as hereinafter set forth;

(g) “Declaration Day” means the day on which the Chief Electoral Officer issues the notice to
Members of the election.

(h) “Election” means a General Election or By-Election called by OCIP;

(i) “Election Bond” means a deposit of money required to declare intent to seek an OCIP Executive
or a Regional Director position;

() “Election Day” means the day on which a vote at an Election is held;

(k) “Electoral Officers” means persons appointed by the OCIP Board to assist the Chief Electoral
Officer in carrying out his or her duties under the provisions of this Code;

() “Elector” means a Full Member of OCIP who is entitled to vote pursuant to this Code;
(m) “Executive” means the Chief, Vice-Chief of OCIP;

(n) “Executive Committee” means a committee of OCIP thatis composed of the Chief, Vice Chief, the
OCIP Secretary and the OCIP Treasurer;

(o) “Immediate relative” means the spouse, child, sibling, or parent of a candidate;

(p) “List of electors” means a list made pursuant to this Code of Members entitled to vote in an
election;

(q) “Member” means a Member of OCIP as set out in Section 8 of the OCIP By-Laws;
(r) “Nomination Day” means the day on which nominations for elected positions close;
(s) “OCIP” means Ontario Coalition of Indigenous Peoples;

(t) “Ordinarily Resident” means a person who actually lives and has lived continuously in Ontario for
at least (1) year prior to the date of the Election. In making such determination of residency,
temporary absences for reasons such as travel, medical treatment, education, military service or
incarceration shall be considered periods of residence provided the person was ordinarily resident
prior to the temporary absences. Under this Code, a person can only have one place of ordinary
residence;

(u) “Region” means one (1) of the nine (9) geographical areas shown on the OCIP Regions Map at
Schedule 1 to the OCIP General Operating By-Law, provided that White River, although depicted
on the OCIP Regions Map as being part of Region 4 shall for all purposes be treated as being
included in, and part of, Region 2;

(v) “Regional Director” means a person elected to represent one (1) of nine (9) Regions of OCIP on the
Board;

(w) “Registrar” means the person with the primary responsibility to manage and administer the OCIP
Membership Registry.

APPLICATION

5. This Code applies to all OCIP Elections other than those provided for in the By-laws.
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PART IlI: Electoral Officers

APPOINTMENT
6. The OCIP Board shall appoint a Chief Electoral Officer and Election Officers who shall:

(a) provide guidance and supervision respecting the conduct of the election;

(b) ensure that all Election Officers in the conduct of their duties are in compliance with this Code
and conduct the election using the guiding principles of fairness and impartiality;

(c) issue to Election Officers any information and guidance he or she considers necessary to ensure
the effective application of the provisions of this Code.

(d) reconcile all ballots and prepare an official election report to the members of the OCIP Board;
and

(e) perform all duties assigned pursuant to this Code.

7. The Chief Electoral Officer and Election Officers will be required to sign a declaration confirming
eligibility to serve as an election official in such form as is appended as Appendixes A and B to this
Code and entitled Appointment and Oath of a Chief Electoral Officer and Appointment and Oath of
an Election Officer.

8. The Chief Electoral Officer and Election Officers duties shall commence no later than one (1) month
prior to Declaration Day.

9. The appointment of the Chief Electoral Officer and Election Officers terminates fourteen (14)
calendar days after Election Day unless an appeal has been filed.
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DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE ELECTORAL OFFICERS

10.

The Chief Electoral Officer and Election Officers shall:

(a)

()

(k)

ensure that the provisions of this Code are followed and provide guidance and supervision
respecting the conduct of the Election;

conduct their duties in compliance with this Code and conduct the Election using the guiding
principles of fairness and impartiality;

draw on the resources of OCIP to execute their duties and ensure they have any information and
guidance necessary to ensure the effective carrying out of the provisions of this Code;

ensure that the election electronic ballot system has integrity;

oversee the arrangements for and supervision of ballots;

secure a copy of the appropriate Voters list for each OCIP Region;

examine and rule on the validity of all ballots cast ensuring the ballot is clearly marked with one
identifiable mark within the circle;

oversee the counting of ballots;

announce the results of the ballot count;

in the presence of Election Officers, the Chief Electoral Officer shall undertake
the safeguarding of the OCIP election results including;

(i) placingin separate envelopes all rejected ballots and spoiled ballots (if applicable); all
Properly cast ballots; all unused ballots; a copy of the OCIP list of Voters; and a
statement of the Election results;

(ii) sealing and initialing of all envelopes;

(ii) sealing of alldocuments in a secure container and to be safeguarded for sixty (60) days
following the Election; and

(iii) perform other duties as may be required to administer and implement this Code.

destroy all ballots one year after the election unless;

(i) directed otherwise by an order of a Court;

(ii) directed otherwise by an order of the OCIP Board of Directors;

(iii) an appeal has been filed pursuant to Part IX of this Code.




OCIP Election Code

Ontario Coalition of Indigenous Peoples

NOTICE OF ELECTION

11.

The Chief Electoral Officer shall, no more than fifty (50) days prior to the election, deliver to each
member for whom OCIP has a current email address, and post in the offices of each OCIP Region,

and on the OCIP Website and Facebook page, notice (which will constitute the calling of the election)
of

(a) The date, time and location of the OCIP Annual General Assembly;

(b) the place and hours fixed for the nominations of Candidates and the date fixed for closing
nominations;

(c) the nomination papers required to be filed with the Chief Electoral Officer;
(d) notice of the method and means which will be used for voting; and

(e) the address, email and telephone number of the Chief Electoral Officer.
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PART Ill: Nomination Deadlines

The Chief Electoral Officer shall ensure that:

(a) Nominations close at 5:00pm fifteen (15) days following the calling of the election.

(b) The list of Candidates who have successfully filed nomination papers be forwarded to the OCIP
Board of Directors no later than eighteen (18) days following the calling of the election, or within
three (3) days following the closing of the nominations.
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PART IV: Code of Ethics

CODE OF ETHICS

13. The Chief Electoral Officer and Election Officers shall adhere to the following Code of Ethics:
(a) uphold and maintain the moral integrity, honour and dignity of OCIP at all times;

(b) exercise the care, diligence and skill as required of the Chief Electoral Officer and Election
Officers in fulfilling his/her obligations;

(c) maintain and protect all confidential matters of the OCIP election process;

(d) disclose any situation, matter or interest where he/she may have a conflict of interest or the
potential for a conflict of interest;

(e) pursue and utilize resources to meet the fair, just and equitable needs of the election process;
(f) betransparent and accountable to the OCIP Board of Directors and OCIP Assembly; and

(g) promote and practice collective decision making and a team approach to the duties in the OCIP
election process.

IMPROPER USE OF INFLUENCE

14. The Chief Electoral Officer and Election Officers shall not use their influence in order to:

(a) obtain advantage on behalf of another, including but not limited to family members, within OCIP
or any of its members;

(b) obtain appointment, promotion, advancement, transfer or any other advantage within OCIP or of
its members on behalf of a family member, friend or intimate; and

(c) affectthe proper outcome of an OCIP election established by this Code.

15. The Chief Electoral Officer and Election Officers shall refuse any attempt by any person whatsoever,
to influence them or any one or more of them in the making of a decision.

ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS OR BENEFITS PROHIBITED

16. The Chief Electoral Officer and Election Officers shall not solicit or accept a personal benefit, or
benefit for a family member, benefit including any form of benefit whatsoever (e.g. employment,
appointment, gifts, loans, discounts, or considerations) in connection with the performance of his or
her duties.
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PART V: Holding of Elections

GENERAL ELECTIONS

17.

A general election shall be held at the OCIP Annual General Assembly which shall be held on a date
between August 20 and September 10 in the year that the election is required or any other date
determined by the OCIP Annual General Assembly or Special General Assembly of OCIP held in
accordance with the By-laws in order to elect the following Executive and non-Executive positions:

(a) Chief

(b) Vice-Chief

(c) Youth Representative/Advisor
(d) Regional Directors

(e) Veterans Representative

(f) Women’s Representative (only where there is not at least one (1) female Director serving on the
OCIP Board)

Any election that occurs at the OCIP Annual General Assembly, or an OCIP Special General
Assembly shall be held in accordance with the provisions of the OCIP By-Laws and this Code.

BY-ELECTIONS

18.

18.

Where the Executive position of either Chief or Vice-Chief becomes vacant, the OCIP Board shall
meet and determine by resolution when a By-Election ought to be held to fill the vacant seat.

The term of office for Executive and non-Executive positions filled in a By-Election is for the unexpired
portion of the term of office remaining

ELECTION TIME AND PROCEDURES

19.

Subject to this Code, the OCIP Executive and OCIP Board shall set the time period
for the general election.

DECLARATION AND NOTIFICATION OF THE ELECTION

20.

On the Declaration Day OCIP shall provide notification of:
(a) the Executive positions that are open for Election;
(b) the non-Executive positions that are open for Election;

(c) the Regional Director positions that are open for Election; and
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(d) the procedures and deadlines set out in this Code.
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Part VI: Nominations

CHIEF AND VICE-CHIEF

21. A person wishing to be a Candidate for the Executive positions of Chief or
Vice-Chief shall be:

(a) aFullMember of OCIP, with such membership being confirmed by the Membership Registrar;
(b) not an undischarged bankrupt person; and

(c) nominated by nine (9) Full Members of OCIP, one (1) from each Region, or such other number of
Full Members from such humber of Regions as may be determined by the Board, from time to
time

22. A person wishing to be a Candidate for Chief or Vice Chief shall provide the following to the Chief
Electoral Officer, within fifteen (15) days following the calling of the election. If the following are being
provided by mail/courier services, this provision is satisfied if within the stated fifteen (15) days proof
of the sending of the materials detailed below within fifteen (15) days following the calling of the
election is provided to the Chief Electoral Officer. Any submissions that are not provided in
accordance with this provision will not be accepted:

(a) anon-refundable deposit of fifty ($50.00) dollars (CAD), payable to ‘Ontario Coalition of
Indigenous Peoples’, unless such non-refundable deposit is waived by the Board at their sole
discretion.

(i) by e-transfer, or by certified cheque, bank draft or money order payable to the ‘Ontario
Coalition of Indigenous Peoples’;

(ii) submitted to the Chief Electoral Officer who shall forward the e-transfer, certified cheque,
bank draft or money order to the Treasurer and direct the Treasurer of OCIP to issue an
official receipt;

(b) aduly completed Nomination Form, signed and dated by one (1) Full Member from each of the
nine (9) Regions, or such other number of Full Members and such number of Regions as may be
determined by the Board from time to time, in the form appended to this Code as Appendix D
(Chief) or Appendix E (Vice-Chief);

(i) anelectronic form will be considered acceptable provided that it includes the name,
address, telephone number, and (where available) the email address of the nominator(s) so
that such Members may be verified by the Chief Electoral Officer as qualified to nominate.
The non-refundable deposit of fifty ($50.00) dollars payable to OCIP must be received before
the electronic form can be deemed accepted.

(c) aduly completed Letter of Consent accepting the nomination by the Candidate in the form
appended to this Code as Appendix C, and for election purposes only, agreeing to the
distribution of his/her name, Region and other pertinent information to the members of OCIP;
and
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(d) aduly completed Acceptance of Nomination in the form appended to this Code as Appendix J.

(e) a brief written biography setting out appropriate work experience and qualifications (on paper
measuring 8.5 inches by 11 inches, and the document shall be no more than two (2) pages in
length).

(f) alLevel2 Criminal Record Check dated within ninety (90) days of its submission to OCIP.

REGIONAL DIRECTOR

23.

24.

A person wishing to be a Candidate for a Regional Director must be:

(a) aFullMember of OCIP, with such membership being confirmed by the Membership Registrar;
(b) not anundischarged bankrupt person;

(c) ordinarily resident in the Region for which he or she seeks to be nominated with proof of
residency being provided to the Chief Electoral Office (driver’s license, utilities bill); and

(d) nominated by five (5) Full Members who reside in the Region for which the person is wishing to be
a Candidate, or such other number of Full Members from such number of Regions as may be
determined by the Board, from time to time, in the form appended to this Code;

A person wishing to be a Candidate for Regional Director shall provide the following to the Chief
Electoral Officer, within fifteen (15) days following the calling of the election. If the following are
provided by mail/courier services, this provision is satisfied if within the stated fifteen (15) days proof
of the sending of the materials detailed below within fifteen (15) days following the calling of the
election is provided to the Chief Electoral Officer. Any submissions that are not provided in
accordance with this provision will not be accepted:

(a) anon-refundable deposit of fifty ($50.00) dollars (CAD) payable to ‘Ontario Coalition of
Indigenous Peoples’, unless such non-refundable deposit is waived by the Board at their sole
discretion

(i) by e-transfer, or by certified cheque, or bank draft, or money order payable to the ‘Ontario
Coalition of Indigenous Peoples’;

(ii) submitted to the Chief Electoral Officer who shall forward the e-transfer, certified cheque,
bank draft, or money order to the Treasurer and direct the Treasurer of OCIP to issue an
official receipt;

(b) Aduly completed Nomination Form, signed and dated by at least five (5) Full members of OCIP
who reside in the Region for which the Candidate is nominated, or such other number of Full
Members as may be determined by the Board, from time to time, in the form appended to this
Code as Appendix F;
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(i) anelectronic form will be considered acceptable provided that it includes the name,
address, telephone number, and (where available) the email address of the nominator(s) so
that such Members may be verified by the Chief Electoral Officer as qualified to nominate.
The non-refundable deposit of fifty (50) dollars payable to OCIP must be received before the
electronic form can be deemed accepted

(c) aduly completed Letter of Consent accepting the nomination by the Candidate in the form
appended to this code as Appendix C, and for election purposes only, agreeing to the
distribution of his/her name, Region and other pertinent information to the members of OCIP;
and

(d) aduly completed Acceptance of Nomination in the form appended to this Code as Appendix J.

(e) a brief written biography setting out appropriate work experience and qualifications (on paper
measuring 8.5 inches by 11 inches, and the document shall be no more than two (2) pages in
length).

(f) alLevel2 Criminal Record Check dated within ninety (90) days of its submission to OCIP.

YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE/ADVISOR

25. A person wishing to be a Candidate for Youth Representative/Advisor shall be:
(a) a FullMember of OCIP, with such membership being confirmed by the Membership Registrar;
(b) aged between 18 — 28 years old at the time of the election.
(d) not anundischarged bankrupt person; and

(e) nominated by five (5) Full Members of OCIP, or such other number of Full Members from such
number of Regions as may be determined by the Board, from time to time.

26. A person wishing to be a Candidate for Youth Representative/Advisor shall provide the following to
the Chief Electoral Officer, within fifteen (15) days following the calling of the election. If the following
are provided by mail/courier services, this provision is satisfied if within the stated fifteen (15) days
proof of the sending of the materials detailed below within fifteen (15) days following the calling of
the election is provided to the Chief Electoral Officer. Any submissions that are not provided in
accordance with this provision will not be accepted

(a) anon-refundable deposit of fifty ($50.00) dollars (CAD) payable to ‘Ontario Coalition of
Indigenous Peoples’, unless such non-refundable deposit is waived by the Board at their sole
discretion;
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(i) by e-transfer, or by certified cheque, bank draft, or money order payable to the ‘Ontario
Coalition of Indigenous Peoples’;

(i) submitted to the Chief Electoral Officer who shall forward the e-transfer, certified cheque,
bank draft, or money order to the Treasurer and direct the Treasurer of OCIP to issue an
official receipt;

(b) aduly completed Nomination Form, signed and dated by five (5) Full members, or such other
number of Full Members as may be determined by the Board, from time to time, in the form
appended to this Code as Appendix G;

(i) an electronic form will be considered acceptable provided that it includes the name,
address, telephone number, and (where available) the email address of the nominator(s) so
that such Members may be verified by the Chief Electoral Officer as qualified to nominate.
The non-refundable deposit of fifty (50) dollars payable to OCIP must be received before the
electronic form can be deemed accepted.

(g) aduly completed Letter of Consent accepting the nomination by the Candidate in the form
appended to this Code as Appendix C, and for election purposes only, agreeing to the
distribution of his/her name, Region and other pertinent information to the members of OCIP;
and

(h) aduly completed Acceptance of Nomination in the form appended to this Code as Appendix J.

(i) a brief written biography setting out appropriate work experience and qualifications (on paper
measuring 8.5 inches by 11 inches, and the document shall be no more than two (2) pages in
length).

(i) aLevel2Criminal Record Check dated within ninety (90) days of its submission to OCIP.

VETERANS REPRESENTATIVE

27. A person wishing to be a Candidate for the Veterans Representative must be:

(a) a FullMember of OCIP, with such membership being confirmed by the Membership Registrar;

(b) not anundischarged bankrupt person;

(c) aVeteran of the Canadian Armed Forces, or a former member of the Canadian Armed Forces
who has received an honourable release from service;

(d) nominated by five (5) Full Members of OCIP, or such other number of Full Members from such
number of Regions as may be determined by the Board, from time to time.
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28. A person wishing to be a Candidate for the Veterans Representative shall provide the following to the
Chief Electoral Officer, within fifteen (15) days following the calling of the election. If the following are
provided by mail/courier services, this provision is satisfied if within the stated fifteen (15) days proof
of the sending of the materials detailed below within fifteen (15) days following the calling of the
election is provided to the Chief Electoral Officer. Any submissions that are not provided in
accordance with this provision will not be accepted:

(a) anon-refundable deposit of fifty ($50.00) dollars (CAD) payable to ‘Ontario Coalition of
Indigenous Peoples’, unless such non-refundable deposit is waived by the Board at their sole
discretion

(i) by e-transfer, or by certified cheque, or bank draft, or money order payable to the ‘Ontario
Coalition of Indigenous Peoples’;

(i) submitted to the Chief Electoral Officer who shall forward the e-transfer, certified cheque,
bank draft, or money order to the Treasurer and direct the Treasurer of OCIP to issue an
official receipt;

(b) A duly completed Nomination Form, signed and dated by at least five (5) Full members of OCIP
or such other number of Full Members as may be determined by the Board, from time to time, in
the form appended to this Code as Appendix H;

(i) anelectronic form will be considered acceptable provided that it includes the name,
address, telephone number, and (where available) the email address of the nominator(s) so
that such Members may be verified by the Chief Electoral Officer as qualified to nominate.
The non-refundable deposit of fifty (50) dollars payable to OCIP must be received before the
electronic form can be deemed accepted

(c) aduly completed Letter of Consent accepting the nomination by the Candidate in the form
appended to this code as Appendix C, and for election purposes only, agreeing to the distribution
of his/her name, Region and other pertinent information to the members of OCIP; and

(d) aduly completed Acceptance of Nomination in the form appended to this Code as Appendix J.

(e) a brief written biography setting out appropriate work experience and qualifications (on paper
measuring 8.5 inches by 11 inches, and the document shall be no more than two (2) pages in
length).

(f) aLevel2 Criminal Record Check dated within ninety (90) days of its submission to OCIP.

WOMEN’S REPRESENTATIVE

29. A person wishing to be a Candidate for the Women’s Representative must be:

(a) aFullMember of OCIP, with such membership being confirmed by the Membership Registrar;

(b) not anundischarged bankrupt person;
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(c) female;

(d) nominated by five (5) Full Members of OCIP, or such other number of Full Members from such
number of Regions as may be determined by the Board, from time to time.

30. A person wishing to be a Candidate for the Women’s Representative shall provide the following to the
Chief Electoral Officer, within fifteen (15) days following the calling of the election. If the following are
provided by mail/courier services, this provision is satisfied if within the stated fifteen (15) days proof
of the sending of the materials detailed below within fifteen (15) days following the calling of the
election is provided to the Chief Electoral Officer. Any submissions that are not provided in
accordance with this provision will not be accepted:

(a) anon-refundable deposit of fifty ($50.00) dollars (CAD) payable to ‘Ontario Coalition of
Indigenous Peoples’, unless such non-refundable deposit is waived by the Board at their sole
discretion

(i) by e-transfer, or by certified cheque, or bank draft, or money order payable to the ‘Ontario
Coalition of Indigenous Peoples’;

(i) submitted to the Chief Electoral Officer who shall forward the e-transfer, certified cheque,
bank draft, or money order to the Treasurer and direct the Treasurer of OCIP to issue an
official receipt;

(b) aduly completed Nomination Form, signed and dated by at least five (5) Full members of OCIP
or such other number of Full Members as may be determined by the Board, from time to time, in
the form appended to this Code as Appendix I;

(i) anelectronic form will be considered acceptable provided that it includes the name,
address, telephone number, and (where available) the email address of the nominator(s) so
that such Members may be verified by the Chief Electoral Officer as qualified to nominate.
The non-refundable deposit of fifty (50) dollars payable to OCIP must be received before the
electronic form can be deemed accepted

(c) aduly completed Letter of Consent accepting the nomination by the Candidate in the form
appended to this code as Appendix C, and for election purposes only, agreeing to the
distribution of his/her name, Region and other pertinent information to the members of OCIP;
and

(d) aduly completed Acceptance of Nomination in the form appended to this Code as Appendix J.
(e) a brief written biography setting out appropriate work experience and qualifications (on paper
measuring 8.5 inches by 11 inches, and the document shall be no more than two (2) pages in

length).

(f) aLevel2 Criminal Record Check dated within ninety (90) days of its submission to OCIP.
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NOMINATION

31.

32.

33.

Within five (5) days following the Nomination Day, the Chief Electoral Officer will advise each person
wishing to be a Candidate whether they have met the qualifications for being a Candidate as set out
above. The Chief Electoral Officer will provide to each person wishing to be a Candidate, an
Acceptance of Nomination form, which has been signed and dated by the Chief Electoral Officer
confirming their being considered a Candidate.

Should the Chief Electoral Officer determine that a person wishing to be a Candidate has not fulfilled
the requirements for the position that they are seeking nomination for, the Chief Electoral Officer
shall provide written reasons to such person as to why they were not accepted as a Candidate at the
same time that they are advised of their failure to fulfill the requirements.

Any person who is advised by the Chief Electoral Officer that they are not accepted as a Candidate
may request a reconsideration by the Board of Directors, by making such request to the Chief
Electoral Officer in writing within five (5) days after receiving confirmation from the Chief Electoral
Officer that they are not accepted as a Candidate. The reconsideration by the Board of Directors shall
be on an anonymous basis, with the Chief Electoral Officer being responsible for redacting any
identifying information from relevant documents.

WITHDRAWAL OF A NOMINATION

34.

A Candidate may withdraw his/her nomination by notifying the Chief Electoral
Officer via fax, mail or email.

CRIMINAL RECORD CHECKS

35.

36.

37.

A person wishing to run as a Candidate for any elected position under this Code is required to submit
a dulyissued (Level 2) Criminal Record Check with his/her Letter of Consent, with such Criminal
Record Check being dated within ninety (90) days of the date of its submission to OCIP.

The OCIP Chief Electoral Officer will review the Criminal Record Check submitted by each person
seeking election under this Code, at his/her sole discretion, determine whether the information
disclosed in the Criminal Record Check disqualifies the person from being accepted as a Candidate.
In this instance, the Chief Electoral Officer shall provide written reasons to such person as to why
their Criminal Record Check disqualifies them from being accepted as a Candidate within ten (10)
days following receipt of the Criminal Record Check.

Any person who is advised by the Chief Electoral Officer that they are not accepted as a Candidate
may request a reconsideration by the Board of Directors, by making such request to the Chief
Electoral Officer in writing within five (5) days after receiving confirmation from the Chief Electoral
Officer that they are not accepted as a Candidate.
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Any request for reconsideration by the Board of Directors shall be done anonymously, with the Chief
Electoral Officer redacting any identifying information from the Criminal Record Check prior to it
being provided to the Board.

The Chief Electoral Officer may, at their discretion, submit a Criminal Record Check provided by a
Member who is wishing to be a Candidate for the Executive positions of Chief and Vice-Chief as well
as any non-Executive positions that are addressed by the Code, to the Board for direction. Any such
request to the Board shall be made on an anonymous basis, with the Chief Electoral Officer
redacting any identifying information prior to approaching the Board.
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PART VII: Voting

ELIGIBILITY OF ELECTORS
40. The Electors shall be all registered Full Members in good standing of OCIP.

41. The following persons are not eligible to vote in an OCIP election:

(a) individuals whose rights and privileges as OCIP members have been suspended pursuant to the
By-laws or directions or policies established by the OCIP Board and written notice of such
suspension has been delivered to the individual in the year of the election or in any year prior to
the election;

(b) Election Officers; and

(c) Chief Electoral Officer, except to break a tie at a recount.

ELECTRONIC VOTING

42, The Chief Electoral Officer shall have the authority to design and implement a
voting system according to this Code and to use an electronic ballot system to enable the largest
participation of OCIP Members in the election process.

Electronic Voting:

(a) The Chief Electoral Officer shall, from the list of registered members, prepare a
List of Electors.

(b) The Chief Electoral Officer shall cause to be emailed out to each OCIP Elector an electronic
vote package to contain the following in soft copy, for whom the Chief Electoral Officer has an
email address:

(i) a Ballot or Ballots;

(ii) aformal OCIP Notice of Election in such form as the Chief Electoral Officer shall determine;
(iii) an information sheet that explains in plain language the instructions on voting, including the
date by which the Ballot or Ballots must be returned in order to be counted as a Ballot(s)

cast, which may take the form set forth in Appendix K to this Code;

(iv) a Ballot or Ballots that has/have been initialed by the Chief Electoral Officer;

(v) a Declaration of Identity Form in the forms attached as Appendix L to this Code;

(vi) abiographical data sheet from each of the candidates. The sheet can be no larger than one
sheet of paper 215.9 mm x 279.4 mm (8.5 inches by 11 inches), and the document shall be
no more than two (2) pages;
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(c) The Chief Electoral Officer will ensure that the biographical data sheets from the candidates are
posted on the OCIP website.

(d) The Ballot or Ballots must be received by the Chief Electoral Officer within 15 (fifteen) days of
the email being sent out, in order to be counted as a vote.

For members who choose to participate in the elections by way of the electronic voting system, they
are not required to obtain a witness signature on the Declaration of Identity Form (which is Appendix

L to this Code).
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PART VIll: Acclamation

ACCLAMATION

43. If only one Candidate is nominated for any one position, the Chief Electoral Officer shall declare that
Candidate elected by acclamation to that position.

(a) A Candidate who is elected by acclamation must accept his/her acclamation by indicating
his acceptance to the Chief Electoral Officer via fax, mail or email.

(b) The Candidate elected by acclamation shall assume office as of the date that they
communicate their acceptance to the Chief Electoral Officer, and the individual previously
holding that office shall at that same time cease to hold office.
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PART IX: Office with no nominations following Nomination Day

If, after the Nomination Day, there are either Executive or non-Executive positions for which there are

no nominations, the Chief Electoral Officer shall announce on the OCIP website and Facebook page
that elections to fill any such vacancies will be held at the next OCIP Annual General Assembly and,

(IN Person instructions below)

nominations must be presented to the Chief Electoral Officer by 5 pm on the 1% day of the
OCIP Annual General Assembly;

voting shall be by secret ballot and ballot box;
only delegates who are registered at the OCIP Annual General Assembly may vote;

in an election for Regional Director, only delegates who are ordinarily resident in that region
may vote;

no immediate relatives of candidates shall work as an Election Officer at an OCIP Annual
General Assembly election;

if only one candidate is nominated for any one office, the Chief Electoral Officer shall declare
that candidate elected by acclamation to that office without the necessity of carrying out a
vote; and

an individual thusly elected to office by ballot or by acclamation must accept his/her election
to the office at the OCIP Annual General Assembly if he/she is present there or if he/she is not
present at the OCIP Annual General Assembly within (1) one week of the close of the OCIP
Annual General Assembly via fax, mail or email
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PART X: Regional Director Positions if Vacancies

In the event that there is a Region that does not have a Regional Director at any time prior to the OCIP
Annual General Assembly, the Chief Electoral Officer shall announce on the OCIP website and
Facebook page that there will be an election held to fill the position of Regional Director, including
the specific Region for which the Regional Director will be elected to represent.

The Chief Electoral Officer shall include in such announcement the date of the election, as well as
the Nomination Day for that specific election. The election itself will be conducted by an electronic
voting system, and shall follow the process as described at paragraph 43 of this Code.

The Board may, at its sole discretion, choose to proceed with an election for vacant Regional Director
positions prior to receiving all Criminal Record Checks from people wishing to be Candidates. Any
appointment to the office of Regional Director, where no Criminal Record Check has been received
prior to the election being held, shall be confirmed, subject to the review by the Chief Electoral
Officer, as provided for in paragraphs 33 — 37 of this Code.
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PART XI: Election Appeals

RIGHT TO APPEAL

48. Within fourteen (14) calendar days after the Election, a Candidate may appeal an Election:

(a) by submitting a written notice of appeal to the Chief Electoral Officer on the grounds that
there has been a contravention of this Code which shall include,

(b) particulars and details of the alleged contravention.

49. A notice of appeal shall be accompanied by two hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00) (CAD):

(a) by e-transfer, or by certified cheque, bank draft, or money order payable to the ‘Ontario
Coalition of Indigenous Peoples’;

(b) submitted to the Chief Electoral Officer who shall forward the e-transfer, certified cheque,
bank draft, or money order to the Treasurer and direct the Treasurer of OCIP to issue an
official receipt and deposit the funds to the Ontario Coalition of Indigenous Peoples bank
account to offset the costs associated with the appeal.

FINAL DECISION OF CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER

50. On receipt of an appeal, the Chief Electoral Officer will investigate the question or issue and for those
purposes, may interview any persons or review any materials necessary and shall issue a decision in
writing in the year of the election:

(a) the Chief Electoral Officer’s decision shall include his or her reasons for the decision and
he/she shall inform the candidate of the availability of further appeal to the OCIP Board; and

(b) acandidate may appeal the decision of the Chief Electoral Officer to the OCIP Board within
fourteen (14) calendar days after the decision of the Chief Electoral Officer.

(c) Anyappealtothe OCIP Board shall be on an anonymous basis, with the Chief Electoral
Officer being responsible for redacting any identifying information from relevant
documents.

FINAL DECISION OF THE OCIP BOARD
51. An appeal to the OCIP Board shall proceed as follows:

(a) the appeal shall be in writing to the OCIP Board and shall be accompanied by five hundred
($500.00) in either cash or by certified cheque or money order payable to the Ontario
Coalition of Indigenous Peoples which shall be deposited in the OCIP bank account to offset
the costs associated with the appeal.
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(b) the appeal of the decision of the Chief Electoral Officer shall state the reasons for the appeal
and include argument, evidence and any and all documents that the individual appealing
wishes to be considered in support of the appeal;

(c) upon receipt of an appeal, the OCIP Board shall ask the Chief Electoral Officer to provide a
full written report on all relevant aspects of the election for the position the candidate is
appealing, which report shall include, but is not limited to the following:

(i) the facts with respect to the appellant’s election or failure to be elected;

(i) any documents necessary, including voters’ lists, advertisements, correspondence,
etc.;

(iii) any irregularities in the election;

(iv) ifirregularities occurred, the opinion of the Chief Electoral Officer as to whether
such irregularities substantially affected the outcome of the election;

(v) the opinion of the Chief Electoral Officer as to whether the appeal is frivolous or
vexatious; and

(vi) recommendations;

(d) upon consideration of all the above, the OCIP Board shall decide and rule on the appeal and
in that regard may issue such orders or directions as may be necessary to implement its
decision.

52. On receipt of the ruling on the appeal to the OCIP Board, the Chief Electoral Officer shall
immediately notify the candidate appellant and any other affected candidates of the result of the
appeal and that there is no further appeal from the Board ruling.
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PART XllI: Vacancies in Office During Term

VACANCY

53. A vacancy in the position of Chief, Vice-Chief, Youth Representative/Advisor, Region Director,
Veterans Representative, or Women’s Representative (if needed) is deemed to be avacancy in
accordance with the provisions of the By-Laws and shall be filled accordingly. Vacancies in the
position of Elder shall be filled in accordance with the OCIP By-laws.
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PART Xlll: General

REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS

54. A subcommittee of the OCIP Board may review this Code following an election and make
recommendations for amendment to the OCIP Board.

AMENDMENTS

55. Amendments to the Code may be enacted from time to time by resolution of the OCIP Assembly.

56. An amendment to the Code shall come into force immediately upon enactment by the OCIP
assembly.

COMING INTO FORCE

57. This Code came into force upon approval by the OCIP Annual General Assembly on November 29
2025.

il
¥ /)
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APPENDIX A: APPOINTMENT AND OATH OF A CHIEF
ELECTORAL OFFICER

I , hereby accept the position of Chief Electoral Officer for the
Ontario Coalition of Indigenous Peoples and solemnly swear that | will carry out my responsibilities in
accordance with the OCIP Election Code honestly and conscientiously and to the best of my abilities; and

Further I will act faithfully in the capacity of the Chief Electoral Officer and perform all the duties required by
the OCIP Election Code without partiality, fear or affection, and maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy
of the voting; and,

| will not interfere nor attempt to interfere with an elector when he or she is considering his or her choice of a
candidate or communicate any information directly or indirectly to induce an elector to vote for a particular

candidate.

Declared before me in , this of 202__

Signature for OCIP Signature of the Chief Electoral Officer

Witness Witness
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APPENDIX B: APPOINTMENT AND OATH OF AN ELECTION
OFFICER

I , hereby accept the position of Election Officer for the Ontario
Coalition of Indigenous Peoples and solemnly swear that | will carry out my responsibilities in accordance
with the OCIP Election Code honestly and conscientiously and to the best of my abilities; and

Further I will act faithfully in the capacity of an Election Officer and perform all the duties required by the
OCIP Election Code without partiality, fear or affection, and maintain and aid in maintaining the secrecy of
the voting; and,

| will not interfere nor attempt to interfere with an elector when he or she is considering his or her choice of a

candidate or communicate any information directly or indirectly to induce an elector to vote for a particular
candidate.

Declared before me in , this of 202

Signature for OCIP Signature of the Electoral Officer

Witness Witness
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APPENDIX C: LETTER OF CONSENT

, hereby consent to my nomination for

the position of with the Ontario Coalition of

Indigenous Peoples (OCIP).

| agree to stand as a candidate in the OCIP election to be held on

| also affirm that I:

(a) am at least eighteen (18) years of age or older;

(b) am a fullmember of OCIP and have been for at least one (1) year, prior to the Declaration of the
election, and this has been verified by the OCIP Membership Registrar;

(c) am ordinarily resident of Ontario and if | am nominated for a Regional Director position | am ordinarily
resident in that Region.

(d) recognize that this election will be undertaken pursuant to the OCIP Election Code; and

(e) understand that a failure to file this Letter of Consent with the Chief Electoral Officer means that |
cannot be considered as a candidate in the OCIP election.

Date

Signature of Candidate

Signature of Witness
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APPENDIX D: OCIP Nomination Form for Chief

(full legal name), is hereby

nominated for the office of Chief.

NOMINATED BY:

(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number
(Signature) OCIP Region

2.
(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number
(Signature) OCIP Region

3.

(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number

(Signature) OCIP Region

4.
(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number
(Signature) OCIP Region

5.

(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number
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(Signature)

OCIP Region

(Print full name)

OCIP Membership Number

(Signature)

OCIP Region

(Print full name)

OCIP Membership Number

(Signature)

OCIP Region

(Print full name)

OCIP Membership Number

(Signature)

OCIP Region

(Print full name)

OCIP Membership Number

(Signature)

OCIP Region
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APPENDIX E: OCIP Nomination form for Vice Chief

(full legal name), is hereby

Nominated for the office of Vice Chief.

NOMINATED BY:

(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number
(Signature) OCIP Region
2.

(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number
(Signature) OCIP Region

3.

(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number

(Signature) OCIP Region

4.
(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number

(Signature) OCIP Region
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(Print full name)

OCIP Membership Number

(Signature)

OCIP Region

(Print full name)

OCIP Membership Number

(Signature)

OCIP Region

(Print full name)

OCIP Membership Number

(Signature)

OCIP Region

(Print full name)

OCIP Membership Number

(Signature)

OCIP Region

(Print full name)

OCIP Membership Number

(Signature)

OCIP Region
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APPENDIX F: OCIP Nomination Form for Regional Director

(full legal name), is hereby nominated

for the office of Regional Director for OCIP Region

NOMINATED BY:

(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number
(Signature) OCIP Region

2.
(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number
(Signature) OCIP Region

3.

(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number

(Signature) OCIP Region

4,
(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number

l” /
W /)



OCIP Election Code

Ontario Coalition of Indigenous Peoples

(Signature) OCIP Region

5. (Print full name)
OCIP Membership Number

(Signature) OCIP Region
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APPENDIX G: OCIP Nomination form for Youth
Representative/Advisor

(full legal name), is hereby

Nominated for the office of Youth Representative/Advisor.

NOMINATED BY:

(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number
(Signature) OCIP Region

2.
(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number
(Signature) OCIP Region

3.

(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number

(Signature) OCIP Region

4,
(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number
(Signature) OCIP Region

il
W /)
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(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number

(Signature) OCIP Region
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APPENDIX H: OCIP Nomination form for Veterans
Representative

(full legal name), is hereby
Nominated for the office of Veterans Representative.

NOMINATED BY:

(Print fullname) OCIP Membership Number
(Signature) OCIP Region

2.
(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number
(Signature) OCIP Region

3.

(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number

(Signature) OCIP Region

4.
(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number
(Signature) OCIP Region

il
W /)
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(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number

(Signature) OCIP Region
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APPENDIX I: OCIP Nomination form for Women’s Representative

(full legal name), is hereby

Nominated for the office of Women’s Representative.

NOMINATED BY:

(Print full name)

OCIP Membership Number

(Signature)

OCIP Region

(Print full name)

OCIP Membership Number

(Signature)

OCIP Region

(Print full name)

OCIP Membership Number

(Signature)

OCIP Region

(Print full name)

OCIP Membership Number

(Signature)

OCIP Region

il
W /)
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(Print full name) OCIP Membership Number

(Signature) OCIP Region
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APPENDIX J: Acceptance of Nomination

, (full legal name), of the

Ontario Coalition of Indigenous Peoples, Membership Number

hereby declare that | am an eligible candidate, and | accept the nomination for the

position of
Mailing Address Telephone Number
Signature Date

Verified and Confirmed by the Chief Electoral Officer of OCIP:

Name of Chief Electoral Officer

il
W /)
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Signature Date
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APPENDIX K: ELECTRONIC VOTING INSTRUCTIONS

Dear OCIP Member:

As a member of the Ontario Coalition of Indigenous Peoples (OCIP), you are entitled to vote in our General
Election. Inthis package is information to assist you in casting your vote by electronic ballot:

(a) the formal OCIP Declaration Notice of Election;

(b) aballot or ballots if more than one position is to be voted on which has/have been initialed by the
Chief Electoral Officer;

(c) a Declaration of Identity form; and

(d) biographical data sheet from each of the candidates.

In order to vote by electronic ballot, you must do one (1) of the following:

EITHER

1. Onthe portion of the ballot dealing with the election of the Chief, mark an “X” in the box next to the name
of the candidate of your choice for Chief of OCIP. You can choose only one (1) of the candidates for this
position.

2. Onthe portion of the ballot dealing with the election of the Vice Chief, mark an “X” in the box next to the
name of the candidate of your choice for Vice Chief of OCIP. You can choose only one (1) of the candidates
for this position.

3. Onthe portion of the ballot dealing with the election of Directors for each Region of OCIP, find the Region
where you live and choose only one (1) of the candidates for this position in the Region where you live.

4. Onthe portion of the ballot dealing with the election of the Youth Representative/Advisor, mark an “X” in
the box next to the name of the candidate of your choice for Youth Representative/Advisor of OCIP. You can
choose only one (1) of the candidates for this position.

5. On the portion of the ballot dealing with the election of the Veterans Representative, mark an “X” in the box
next to the name of the candidate of your choice for Veterans Representative of OCIP. You can choose only
one (1) of the candidates for this position.

6. Onthe portion of the ballot dealing with the election of the Women’s Representative, mark an “X” in the
box next to the name of the candidate of your choice for Women’s Representative of OCIP. You can choose
only one (1) of the candidates for this position.
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7. Complete the Declaration of Identity form and sign it in the presence of a witness who is at least 18 years
of age and who must sign the “witness” section of the form.

8. Attach electronic versions of the attached documents, and send by email to EMAIL ADDRESS.

OR

1. Draftand send an email to EMAIL ADDRESS containing the following information in the body of the
email:

(a) the name of the Candidate of your choice for Chief of OCIP. You can choose only one (1) of the
Candidates for this position.

(b) the name of the Candidate of your choice for Vice-Chief of OCIP. You can choose only one (1) of the
Candidates for this position.

(c) the name of the Candidate of your choice for Youth Representative/Advisor. You can only choose
one (1) of the Candidates for this position.

(d) the name of the Candidate of your choice for Regional Director in only the Region where you reside.

(e) the name of the Candidate of your choice for Veterans Representative. You can choose only one (1) of
the Candidates for this position.

(f) the name of the Candidate of your choice for Women’s Representative. You can only choose one (1)
Candidate for this position.

2. Complete the Declaration of Identity form. This form should be attached to the email described in the
preceding paragraph.




OCIP Election Code

Ontario Coalition of Indigenous Peoples

APPENDIX L: OCIP Declaration of Identity Form

Note: This declaration must be signed by you and a witness, who is at least eighteen (18) years old, and
returned with your completed ballot(s) or your vote will not be counted. You must provide your OCIP
membership number.

In the matter of the Election of the Ontario Coalition of Indigenous Peoples (OCIP), held according to the
OCIP Election Code, |

(full legal name)

Solemnly declare that:

1. I am a member of the Ontario Coalition of Indigenous Peoples.

2. My membership number is:

3. My date of birth is

4. My current telephone number is

5. My current address is

6. | am at least 18 years of age; and

7. | do not know any reason why | should be disqualified from voting in this OCIP Election.

I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing it to be true and knowing that it has the same
force and effect as if made under oath.

l understand that it is an offence to make a false statement in this declaration.

Signature Date




